DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

mother and Queen Augusta had long been the most
devoted friends, and there was na one living with
whom the Queen was, inexplicably, on more intimate
terms than with this strange hard woman. The
Crown Princess protested that she herself was the
most dutiful daughter-in-law, but was regarded
by her (which was quite true) with cold dislike.
She acknowledged and appreciated Queen Augusta's
good points, she had always " fought her battles
and smoothed her path,55 and though her mother-
in-law often made her very miserable she bore no
resentment for that, and only remembered her
better and kindlier moods, deeply pitying her for
her unhappy temperament. She herself had never
a moment's leisure during the day, and she always
had to sit with the Queen in the evening. When
Fritz came home she would not be able to do this,
and she feared that her mother-in-law would make
that a further cause of complaint. It was difficult
to please such a woman, but she sincerely strove to
be patient and forbearing.

A week later she wrote again, and this second letter
suggests that her forbearance was not always equal
to the strain put upon it. Queen Victoria had lately
opened Parliament, and the Crown Princess wrote
to tell her how very angry her great friend had been
about the speech from the throne. She complained
that it flattered the French, that it expressed open
sympathy with them, and that the references to
Germany were far from civil : certainly it would
create a very bad impression in Berlin. She and Queen
Augusta had argued about it: they could not agree,
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